








ein	 Progress,	 in	 dem	 die	 Säkularisierungs-
geschichte	 zur	 Transformation,	 Verklärung	
und	 Aufklärung	 der	 Religion	 beigetragen	








vom	 neuen	 Menschen,	 von	 der	 Macht	 der	
Ideen	bei	Alexander	Herzen,	von	der	Aufleh-
nung	 des	Menschen	 bei	 Albert	 Camus,	 von	
den	Fragen	der	kulturellen	Identität	und	ganz	













Wahrheit	 entbirgt.	 Auch	 wenn	 es	 um	 Zer-
setzungsprozesse	 oder	 nihilistische	 Anläufe	
handelt,	 die	 die	 alten	 Strukturen	 aufheben,	






Rückbesinnung in Zeiten akuter 
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The	 book	 entitled	 The Forgotten european 










visionaries	 of	 European	 future,	 followed	 by	
a	register	of	the	mentioned	historical	figures,	
as	 well	 as	 the	 list	 of	 authors	 who	 portrayed	
them.
The	 editor	 opens	 the	 book	 with	 a	 series	 of	
quotes	by	famous	thinkers	such	as	Aristotle,	
Georg	 Wilhelm	 Friedrich	 Hegel,	 Jacques-
Bénigne	 Bossuet,	 Étienne	 Bonnot	 de	 Con-


















ply.	The	1st	 law:	without	 an	 idea	of	 the	 fu-
ture,	 there	 is	 no	 creation	 of	 the	 future,	 but	
merely	 the	 prolongation	 of	 the	 present.	 The	
2nd	 law:	 when	 an	 idea	 catches	 on,	 and	 the	
masses	 embrace	 it	 –	 it	 becomes	 unsustain-
able.	 These	 laws	 point	 to	 the	 relationship	
between	 idea	and	 reality	and	 the	 role	of	 the	
masses	 throughout	 history	 (G.	 Le	 Bon,	 Or-
tega	y	Gasset,	Herman	Broch).	It	is	precisely	
in	 this	 context	 that	 the	 relationship	between	
the	 European	 idea	 and	 the	 European	 reality	
is	 to	 be	 viewed.	 What	 ideas	 were	 presented	
in	the	classics	of	European	thought	(in	2014	
Winfried	Böttcher	also	edited	the	book	Klas-
siker des europäischen Denkens),	 and	what	
was	the	reality	of	the	people	of	Europe?





Visionaries	 from	 twelve	 different	 countries	
were	selected,	and	the	entries	were	written	by	
historians,	 lawyers,	 humanities	 scholars	 and	
linguists	from	sixteen	European	and	two	non-
European	 universities.	 All	 entries	 include	 a	









ropäischen Denkens, Friedens- und europa-
vorstellungen aus 700 Jahren europäischer 
Kulturgeschichte,	Baden-Baden	2014.
In	 the	 short	 chapter	 entitled	 Von europas 
„Möglichkeitssinn“,	 the	 editor	 Winfried	
Böttcher	 refers	 to	Robert	Musil’s	novel	The 
Man Without Qualities (Der Mann ohne ei-
genschaften),	as	a	way	of	looking	back	to	the	
time	in	the	wake	of	World	War	I	and	the	spir-
itual	 condition	 of	 the	 period.	 This	 involves	




possibility	 of	 giving	 a	 sense,	 i.e.	 defining,	
actually	 denotes	 the	 ability	 to	 define.	 If	 my	




A	 potential	 substitute	 for	 the	 ‘sense	 of	 pos-
sibility’	is	utopia	or	the	not-yet-being.	In	this	
context,	Winfried	Böttcher	refers	to	the	work	
by	Ernst	Bloch	The principle of Hope	 (Das 















and	 the	 present”	 (p.	 16).	 At	 the	 end	 of	 this	
short	chapter,	editor	Böttcher	argues:












listischen	Utopien	 auf	 unsere	 heutige	 europaische	




“Auf	 dem	 Weg	 in	 die	 Frühe	 Neuzeit”	 (“On	
the	Way	to	the	Early	Modern	Period”);	“Die	
Aufklärung	und	ihre	Folgen”	(“The	Enlight-
enment	 and	 its	 Consequences”);	 “Der	 Um-
bruch	zur	Moderne”	(“The	Shift	to	the	Mod-
ern	Period”);	and	“Die	Weltkatastrophen	und	
die	 Zeit	 danach”	 (“The	World	 Catastrophes	
and	Their	Aftermath”).






(1483–1540),	 Francisco	 de	 Vitoria	 (around	







law	 who,	 along	 with	Fernando Vázquez de 
Menchaca,	 the	 developer	 of	 the	 concept	 of	






vanni Botero,	 on	 the	 other	 hand,	 dismissed	
the	 teachings	 of	 Machiavelli,	 advocating	 a	




ity. The History of europe, a	work	by	Alfonso 




The	 second	 group	 of	 entries,	 under	 the	 title	




Boxhorn	 (1612–1653),	 Richard	 Zouche	
(1590–1661),	 Samuel	 Rachel	 (1628–1691),	
Samuel	(von)	Pufendorf	(1632–1694),	Chris-




André	 Gargaz	 (1728–1801),	 Johann	August	






The	 first	 among	 them	 presents	 the	 theories	




brotherhood,	 distinguished	 only	 by	 their	 re-
ligion.	Richard Zouche,	Samuel (von) pufen-
dorf	and	John Bellers	highlighted	the	notion	
of	 law	as	 the	guarantee	of	peace	 in	Europe.	




that	 only	 positive	 international	 law	 may	 be	
a	source	of	 the	 law	among	nations.	The	pri-
mary	 task	of	both	national	 and	 international	
law	was	 always	 the	 delivery	 of	 justice.	The	
necessity	 of	 cooperation	 among	 European	
countries	is	also	addressed	by	Samuel Rachel,	
who	 advocated	 the	 idea	 of	 an	 International	









The	 third	 part,	 entitled	 “Der	 Umbruch	 zur	
Moderne”,	 shows	 the	 life	 and	 work	 of	 18	
visionaries	 in	 the	 period	 from	 the	 end	 of	
the	 18th	 to	 the	 end	 of	 the	 19th	 century.	
This	 group	 of	 scholars	 openly	 advocate	 the	
unification	 of	 European	 countries:	 Joseph	
Marie	de	Maistre	(1753–1821),	Arnold	Mal-
linckrodt	 (1768–1825),	 Stanisław	 Staszic	
(1755–1826),	 Nikolaus	 Vogt	 (1756–1836),	
Emmanuel	Joseph	Sieyès	(1748–1836),	Lud-
wig	 Börne	 (1786–1837),	 Arnold	 Heeren	
(1760–1842),	Karl	Friedrich	von	dem	Knese-
beck	(1768–1848),	Jacques	Nicolas	Augustin	
Thierry	 (1795–1856),	 Constantin	 Pecqueur	
(1801–1887),	 Jean-Baptiste	 André	 Godin	
(1817–1888),	 August	 Michael	 von	 Bulmer-
incq	(1822–1890),	Charles	Lemonnier	(1806–
1891),	 Lajos	 Kossuth	 (1802–1894),	 Bruno	
Geiser	 (1846–1898),	 Gustave	 de	 Molinari	
(1819–1912),	 Jakov	Aleksandrovič	Novikov	
(1849–1912),	and	Jean	Jaurès	(1859–1914).
Arnold Mallinckrodt,	 for	 instance,	 advo-
cated	 a	 European	 confederation,	 Nikolaus 
Vogt spoke	about	 the	European	republic,	 i.e.	
the	European	League	of	Nations,	emmanuel 
Joseph Sieyès wrote	about	the	Europe	of	na-
tions,	 whereas	 Charles Lemonnier argued	
that	Europe	should	unite	based	on	the	model	
of	 the	 United	 States	 of	 America.	 Stanisław 
Staszic,	on	the	other	hand,	promoted	the	uni-
fication	 of	 all	 Slavs,	 which	 would,	 in	 turn,	
mean	the	unification	of	entire	Europe.	Simi-
larly,	visionaries	such	as	Ludwig Börne,	Karl 
Friedrich von dem Knesebeck,	 and	 Jacques 
Nicolas Augustin Thierry	 supported	 the	 idea	
of	a	union	between	Germany	and	France,	i.e.	






riod	 from	 the	 close	 of	 the	 19th	 to	 the	 close	
of	the	20th	century:	Ernest	Nys	(1851–1920),	
Heinrich	Lammasch	(1853–1920),	Otto	Um-
frid	 (1857–1920),	 Max	 Leonard	 Waechter	
(1837–1924),	Goldsworthy	Lowes	Dickinson	
(1862–1932),	 Karl	 Theodor	 von	 Traitteur	
von	 Luzberg	 (1756–1830),	 Hermann	 Heller	
(1891–1933),	 Henri	 Pirenne	 (1862–1935),	
Walther	Schücking	(1875–1935),	Walter	Ha-
senclever	 (1890–1940),	 Guglielmo	 Ferrero	
(1871–1942),	Benedetto	Croce	(1866–1952),	
Edouard	Herriot	(1872–1957),	Federico	Cha-
bod	 (1901–1960),	 Hans	 Wehberg	 (1885–
1962),	 Oskar	 Halecki	 (1891–1973),	 James	




Visionaries	 such	as	Max Leonard Waechter,	
edouard Herriot,	 James Arthur Salter and	
Guy Héraud	 discussed	 the	 possibility	 of	 a	
European	 federation	 or	 the	 so-called	United	




of	 European	 union	 in	 the	 alliance	 between	



















fered	a	diagnosis	of	 the	 times	we	are	 living	
in.	He	speaks	about	the	crisis	of	the	European	







tional	 statehood	 are	 going	 through	 an	 existential	
crisis.”	(p.	503)
When	 referring	 to	 it	 as	 an	 existential	 crisis,	









in	 addition	 to	 having	 contributed	 significantly	 to	
overcoming	feudalism.”	(ibid.)
There	has	been	growing	 talk	about	 the	 ‘ide-
ology	 of	 the	 global	 society’	 [Ideologie der 
Weltgesellschaf],	 globalisation	 and	 the	 na-
tion-states’	 increasing	 inability	 to	 follow	
global	and	supranational	trends	set	by	global	
actors	in	creating	a	global	environment.	And	






The	 nation	 state’s	 sovereignty	 crisis	 lies	 at	




ness	 of	 the	 nation-state,	 the	 increasing	 glo-
balism	and	globalisation,	 as	well	 as	 the	 rise	
of	 nationalism,	 Winfried	 Böttcher	 proposes	
a	reform	of	the	European	Union.	In	contrast	
to	the	visionaries	presented	in	this	lexicon	or	
the	 so-called	 normative	 idealists	 of	 political	
philosophy,	 Böttcher	 himself	 nevertheless	
advocates	political realism and a republican 
model of europe:
[Also	 schlage	 ich	 als	 realistische	 Vision	 eine	 Ne-
ugründung	Europa	 einer	 regionalisierten	Republik	



















14th	 century.	 Them	 being	 forgotten,	 as	 the	
book’s	 title	 indicates,	actually	refers	 to	their	
visions,	 ideas	 and	 proposals	 being	 ignored.	
And	it	is	precisely	because	we	have	forgotten	
and	 ignored	 them	 that	 we	 have	 been	 struck	
by	the	great	–	if	not	the	greatest	–	world	ca-
tastrophes.
The	 editor	 uses	 this	 book	 to	 remind	 us	 that	
mere	ideas	are	never	enough,	but	require	ap-
propriate	 action.	 It	 is,	 therefore,	 no	 wonder	
that	 Winfried	 Böttcher	 invokes	 republican-
ism	 since	 it	 is	 the	 only	 model	 of	 organisa-
tion	 which	 would	 enable	 Europe	 to	 rely	 on	
active,	 cooperative	 and	 responsible	 citizens,	
precisely	 as	 the	 presented	 visionaries	 envis-
aged	them.
Marita Brčić Kuljiš
Mike McNamee, William J. 
Morgan (eds.)




institutionalised	philosophy	of	 sport,	 the	 es-
tablishment	 of	 philosophic Society for the 
Study of Sport (PSSS)	in	1972	(today	Interna-










America	 (Morgan),	 but	 in	 global	 terms	 as	
well,	are	the	most	obvious	and	in	fact	unerring	
choice	for	being	an	editors	of	this	edition.
I	assume	that	every	scholar	dealing	with	sport-
philosophy	has	welcomed	this	unique	edition	
with	acclamation.	It	is	what	the	discipline	so	
vigorously	needed	for	quite	some	time.	It	is	a	
requisite	introspection	of	the	discipline,	seem-
ing	to	have	a	crucial	role	in	the	further	deve-
lopment	of	the	discipline	for	several	reasons.	
